
 

Interpretation 1
thenorthwon thecivilwarbecausetheyhadbetteraccesstoresourcesWhilethesouth's
economyprimarilyfocusedon slaveryandcottonproductiontheNorthhad a largeindustria
sectorBecauseof theNorth'swide rangeofeconomicsectorstheyhadmuchmore
technologicalbenefitsOneofthosebenefitswasthenorth'sexpansiverailroadsystemwhich
wascapableoftransportingthousandsofsoldiersandweaponstothebattlefieldTheUnion
alsohadapowerfulnavywhichtheyusedtoblocksoutherncoastsandstopthenavigationof
onfederateshipsinwesternriversThenorthernStatesalsohadalargerpopulationthan
southernStatessotheywereabletoenlistmoresoldiersAlongwiththefactthattheyhada
argerarmytheyalsohadenoughpeoplewhoweren'tactivelyservingtocontinueto work an
Leepthenortherneconomyafloat

Historical Evidence
April19,1861blockadeofthesoutherncoasts
early1865UnionconquerWilmingtonNorthCarolina
locationofbattlesdependedheavilyonlocationofrailroads
April25UniongainscontrolofNewOrleans
BattleofsevenDaysRobertELeeattemptstoattackArmyofthePotomacbuttheyescapevia
hip

Interpretation 2
henorthwonthecivil waroncetheybegantotargetthesouth'sresources totalwar
Duringthefirstcoupleofyearsduringthewar theNorthwas not asprosperousasthey
expectedHoweverafter achangeintheUnion'sstrategiestheywereabletoeventuallydefend
theConfederacyTheunionfocusedlessonwinningsporadicbattleshereandthereandmo
ntargetingthesouth'sresourcesandeconomyunionarmiesbegantostrivetocapture
importantcitiesportsandrailroadlocationsInadditiontheybegantargetingthesouth's
meansofcommunicationWhicheventuallycontributedtothesouth'ssurrenderconfederal
armiesreliedheavilyonwhatfewrailroadstheyhadsowhentheunioncapturedthem
heaftermathultimately causedthesouthtolosetheUnionalsofocusedonattacking
majorsoutherncities RichmondPetersburgAtlantaetc inorderto cutoffmajoreconomic
centers

Historical Evidence
BattleofVicksburgspring1863 UniongainscontrolofMississippiRiversplittingthesouthin
halfandmakingcommunicationmoredifficult
BattleofChattanooganov2325 uniongainscontroloftheTennesseeRiver4moresoothe
tales cutoff fromthe rest of theConfederacy
GrantmoveshisarmytoPetersburgholdsaseigeon thecitytocutoff theircommunication
ShermancapturesAtlantaalargercityinthesouth
Sherman'sMarchtotheSeaSherman'sarmytravelsthroughthesouthdestroyingplantati
ndtownsalongwithtakingtheconfederacy'smaterialsrailroadcommunications
April1865PotomacarmycapturesanimportantrailroadjunctionnearPetersburg


